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Norfolk pupils set to turn plastic waste into gold, silver and bronze  
Media invitation – the scheme is being launched at Bignold Primary School at 9.30am on Wednesday 29 
September. Members of the media are welcome to attend to see pupils receiving their awards and to learn 
what cuts to single use plastic that pupils have already achieved in their school. Please call the Norfolk 
County Council press office to arrange attendance. 

Norfolk children will be leading the way on cutting plastic waste in their schools as they set their 
sights on gold in a new award scheme launching next week. 

Single-use plastics and products add up to around 30,000 tonnes of waste annually in the county, costing 
Norfolk £3.47million to dispose of every year. National figures show single-use plastics make up around 
50% of the plastic produced and careless disposal can cause huge problems with pollution. 

The Reduce Single-Use Award Scheme aims to cut out single use plastics and will see Norfolk pupils 
pinpointing waste from single use plastics and products in their school, and setting targets to tackle the 
issues. As they work their way through the targets, they will earn bronze, silver and gold awards. 

Cllr Andy Grant, Cabinet Member for Environment and Waste, said: “The county council’s waste reduction 
and recycling team have done a fantastic job in creating this simple and fun award scheme which will give 
Norfolk pupils the chance to make a real and lasting difference in their school. This is part of the wider work 
we’re doing to help people to find simple but effective ways to cut down on their use of harmful and wasteful 
single use plastics and products, and includes our popular Swap2Save campaign and charter calling on 
people to pledge to stop releases of balloons and sky lanterns. We know our children can be some of the 
best and most inspirational advocates for us to find ways to cut waste and I’m looking forward to seeing and 
supporting the efforts of pupils in schools across the county as they build on some of the great work they’ve 
already done.” 

The scheme is open to all schools and the county council’s expert team of waste reduction officers have put 
together a free downloadable resource pack with all the information and support schools need to guide 
schools through the process of cutting single-use plastic, plus lots of activity ideas and other resources. 

Forty schools will also be in with the chance of securing £150 grant to help them to replace some of the 
single-use items that pupils have chosen to target in their school. This grant could perhaps be used for a set 
of reusable beakers and jugs to replace disposable cups/cartons, refillable sauce dispensers to use instead 
of individual sachets, reusable cutlery to replace throw away knives and forks or a refillable water bottle for 
each pupil. 

For more information, to sign up or apply for a grant visit www.norfolkrecycles.com/reduce-single-use-for-
schools 

ENDS  

The award scheme is being launched on 9.30am on Wednesday 27 September at Bignold Primary School 
who are one of three schools who have helped to develop and trial the Reduce Single-Use Award Scheme. 
And as pupils at Bignold Primary School have already made significant progress in cutting single use 
plastics they are set to receive their bronze and silver awards on the day. 

To apply for a £150 grant, schools must be signed up to the award scheme. Schools will then have to 
complete a simple online form outlining what they would use the money for, how this would help them to 
reduce their single-use plastics and which target(s) from the charter (https://www.norfolkrecycles.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/03/Reduce-Single-Use-Schools-Charter.pdf) they would be addressing. 

Anyone attending is requested to wear a Facemask in line with the school’s Covid guidance for visitors. 

For political comment  
For details of cabinet members, committee chairs and agendas, please see: www.norfolk.gov.uk/cabinetandchairs  
Group leaders’ and councillors’ contact details are available at: www.norfolk.gov.uk/countycouncillors  
 

http://www.norfolkrecycles.com/reduce-single-use-for-schools
http://www.norfolkrecycles.com/reduce-single-use-for-schools
https://www.norfolkrecycles.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Reduce-Single-Use-Schools-Charter.pdf
https://www.norfolkrecycles.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Reduce-Single-Use-Schools-Charter.pdf
www.norfolk.gov.uk/cabinetandchairs
www.norfolk.gov.uk/countycouncillors


For further information please contact:  
Communications Team at Norfolk County Council  
Tel: 01603 228888  
Email: pressoffice@norfolk.gov.uk  
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